Bonhoeffer on Christ and the Church
(Sanctorum Communio and Christ the Center)

1. “One human being cannot of its own accord make another into an I, an ethical person conscious of responsibility.  God or the Holy Spirit joins the concrete You (Thou); only through God’s active working does the other become a You (Thou) to me from whom my I arises.  In other words every human You (Thou) is an image of the divine you (Thou).”

“My real relationship to another person is oriented by my relationship to God.  But since I know God’s ‘I’ only in the revelation of God’s love, so too with the other person; but here the concept of the  church comes into play.” (CS, pp. 54-56)

2. “The universal person of God does not think of people as isolated individual beings, but in a natural state of communication with other human beings.”  God wants “a community of human beings.  In God’s eyes, community and individuality exist in the same moment and rest in one another.” (CS, p. 80)

3.  “The structure of humanity-in-Adam is unique because it is both composed of many isolated individuals and yet is one, as the humanity that has sinned as a whole.  It is ‘Adam’, a collective person, who can only be superseded by the collective person ‘Christ existing as church-community.” (CS, p. 121)

4. “There are two ways to misunderstand the church, one historicizing and the other religious; the former confuses the church with the religious community (distorts community of sinners), the latter with the Realm of God (distorts the community of saints).” (CS, p. 125)  The church is “simultaneously a historical community and one established by God.” (CS, p. 126)

5. “The church is the presence of Christ, as Christ is the presence of God.”  “The Holy Spirit is only in the church-community, and the church-community is only in the Spirit.”  (CS, p. 144)

6. “The relationship of Christ to the church can be stated by saying that in essence Jesus Christ was no more the founder of the Christian religious community than the founder of a religion.  The credit for both belongs to the earliest church, i.e., to the apostles.  This is why the question whether Jesus founded a church is so ambiguous.  He brought, established, and proclaimed the reality of the new humanity.  The circle of disciples around him was not the church; its history prefigured the inner dialectic of the church.  It is not a new religion recruiting followers—this is a picture of a later time.  Rather God established the reality of the church, of humanity pardoned in Jesus Christ—not religion, but revelation, not religious community, but church.  This is what the reality of Jesus Christ means.” (CS, 152-153)

7. “Love for our neighbor is our will to embrace God’s will for the other person.”  (CS, p. 171)  “My community of love with my neighbor can also exist only by having faith in God, who in Christ has fulfilled the law for me and loved my neighbor, who draws me into the church-community, which means into the love of Christ, and creates a bond between myself and my neighbor.” (CS, p. 175)

8.  “The unity of the Christian church is not based on human unanimity of spirit, but on divine unity of Spirit, and the two are not identical from the outset. . .   The personal unity of the church is ‘Christ existing as church-community.’” (CS, 199)

9. “For the Lutheran concept of the church it is crucial that the sanctorum communion always has been a community of sinners and remains so.” (CS, p. 212)   “The sanctorum communion continues to fall again and again, it continues into being anew, passes away, and comes into being once more, as is the nature of any ethical person. . . .” (CS, p. 213)

10. “The church rests upon the word.  It is the absolute authority that is present in the church.”  (CS, p. 250)

11. “Even as the Risen One, Jesus Christ remains the human Jesus in space and time.  Only because Jesus Christ is human is he present in time and place.  Only because Jesus Christ is God is he eternally present everywhere.” (CC, p. 45) 

12. “Christ is Christ not as Christ himself but in his relation to me.  His being Christ is his being pro me.” “Christ can only be conceived of existentially, viz, in the community.” (CC, p. 47)

13. “He stands pro me. He stands in my place, where I should stand and cannot.  He stands on the boundary of my existence, beyond my existence, but still for me.”  (CC, p. 61)

