Bonhoeffer on Living the Christian Life

(Life Together, The Cost of Discipleship, Ethics)

1.  “A life together under the Word will stay healthy only when it does not form itself into a movement, an order a society, a collegium pietatis,” but instead understands itself as being part of the one, holy, universal, Christian church, sharing its deeds and suffering in the hardships and struggles  and promise of the whole church.”  (LT, 45)

2. “The Psalter is the prayer book of Jesus Christ in the truest sense of the word.  He prayed the Psalter, and now it has become his prayer for all time.  Can we now comprehend how the Psalter is capable of being simultaneously prayer to God and yet God’s own Word, precisely because the praying Christ encounters us here? . . .   Because Christ prays the prayer of the Psalms with the individual and with the church before the heavenly throne of God, or rather, because those who pray the Psalms are joining in the prayer of Jesus Christ, their prayer reaches the ears of God.  Christ has become their intercessor.”  (LT, p. 55)

3. “Whoever cannot stand being in community should beware of being alone. . . .  Whoever cannot be alone should beware of community.” (LT, pp. 82-83)  “Silence means nothing other than waiting for God’s Word and coming from God’s Word with a blessing.” (LT, p. 85)

4. “God did not make others as I would have made them.  God did not give them to me so that I could dominate them and control them, but so that I might find the Creator by means of them.  Now other people in the freedom with which they were created become an occasion for me to rejoice. . . .”  (LT, p. 95)

5. “The call within the Christian community to mutual confession and forgiveness goes out as a call to the great grace of God in the congregation.”  (LT, p. 109).  “In confession there occurs a breakthrough to the cross . . . a breakthrough to new life . . . a breakthrough to assurance.” (LT, pp. 111-112)

6. “Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church.  [It] means grace sold on the market like cheapjacks’ wares.  [It] means grace as a doctrine, a principle, a system.  [It] is a denial of the living Word of God, in fact, a denial of the Incarnation of the Word of God. [It] means the justification of sin without the justification of the sinner.”

“Costly grace, [on the other hand] is the treasure hidden in the filed, is the kingly rule of Christ, is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for.  Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ.  It is costly because it costs us our life, and it is grace because it gives us the only true life.  It is the incarnation of God.”  (CD, pp. 45-48)

7.  “Happy are they who know that discipleship simple means the life which springs from grace, and that    grace simply means discipleship.” (CD, p. 60)

8. “The road to faith passes through obedience to the call of Jesus.” (CD, p. 68)  “Only the one who believes is obedient, and only the one who is obedient believes.” (CD, p. 69)

9. “Baptism is not an offer made by humans to God, but an offer made by Christ to humans.” (CD, p. 256) “Those who have been baptized live in the visible community of Christ.” (CD, p. 260)  “The Body of Jesus Christ, in which we are taken up with the whole human race, has now become the ground of our salvation.” (CD, p. 265)  “Christ is the new humanity in the new person.  Christ is the Church.” (CD, p. 270)  “The Body of Christ becomes visible to the world in the congregation gathered round the Word and the Sacrament.” (CD, p. 281)  “In the right confrontation with the world, the Church will become ever more like the form of its suffering Lord.” (CD, p. 300)

10. “Formation comes only by being drawn into the form of Jesus Christ.  It comes only as formation in His likeness, as conformation with the unique form of Him who was made man, was crucified, and rose again.” (E, p. 18)
11. “Formation comes only by being drawn into the form of Jesus Christ.  It comes only as formation in His likeness, as conformation with the unique form of Him who was made man, was crucified, and rose again.” (E, p. 18)
12. “The point of departure for Christian ethics is not the reality of one’s own self, or the reality of the world; nor is it the reality of standards and values.  It is the reality of God as God reveals the divine Being in Jesus Christ.” (E., p. 56)

13. “Love is inseparably bound up with the name of Jesus Christ as the revelation of God.” (E, p. 174)
14. “Jesus, life, our life, lived in deputyship for us as the incarnate Son of God, and that is why through Him all human life is in essence a life of deputyship.” (E, p. 195)
